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NARRATIVE  

 

 
Narrative 
Salem is an historic seaside community located approximately 16 miles north 
of Boston.                                                                  
From its days as one of the earliest landing sites of the English           
colonists, to its rise as the first major port in the United States, to its 
trailblazing efforts in opening up the East Indian trade, to its heyday as  
a thriving hub of American commerce and the home of Nathaniel Hawthorne,    
Salem's historical legacy is rich.  Unfortunately, a well-known blemish on  
that legacy involved the infamous Salem Witchcraft Trials of 1692.          
Nonetheless, the City's golden years have left her modern inhabitants with  
architectural treasures, fine museums, and a sparkling literary heritage.   
Equally important, the development of Salem has produced a rich ethnic      
history, to which people of all races, creeds, colors and origins have      
contributed over the generations.  Even today, Salem services children      
speaking no less than 20 different languages in its public school system.   
Long a trading, manufacturing and retail center, Salem has been making a    
slow, and sometimes painful, transition to a service-based economy.  The    
City today serves as the home of Salem State College, the North Shore       
Medical Center, the Essex County District Superior and Probate Courts, and  
Registry of Deeds, the world-famous Peabody and Essex Museum, and a host of 
banks and other financial institutions.  It is the educational, medical,    
legal, cultural and banking hub of the North Shore.                         
        (Narrative supplied by community)                          
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GEOGRAPHY  

 

 
Location  
Eastern Massachusetts, bordered by Swampscott and Lynn on the south, Peabody on  
the west, Beverly on the north, and Marblehead on the east. Salem is located on  
Salem Bay 16 miles north of Boston; 20 miles southeast of Lawrence; 90 miles     
south of Portland, Maine; and 236 miles from New York City.  

Total Area: 18.05 sq. miles  
 
Land Area: 8.10 sq. miles  
 
Population: 38,091  
 
Density: 4,703 per sq. mile  
 
Climate 
(National Climatic Data Center) 
 
(Middleton Station)  
   Normal temperature in January.....25.8°F   
   Normal temperature in July........71.6°F   
   Normal annual precipitation.......43.6"    

U.S.G.S. Topographical Plates  
   Salem, Lynn, Marblehead North, Marblehead South                                  

Regional Planning Agency 
   Metropolitan Area Planning Council                           

Metropolitan Statistical Area  
(1993 Definition) 
   Boston                           
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GOVERNMENT  

 

 
Municipal Offices 
   Main Number: (978) 745-9595 
Telephone Numbers for Public Information 
 

Form of Government 
   Mayor-Council                              

Year Incorporated 
   As a town: 1626   
   As a city: 1836                                        

Registered Voters (Secretary of State 1994) 
 
                         Number     %   
   Total Registered       19,680    
         
 
   Democrats               8,684    44.1  % 
   Republicans             1,874     9.5  % 
   Other parties              14     0.1  % 
   Unenrolled Voters       9,108    46.3  % 

Legislators 

Senators and Representatives by City and Town 
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http://www.magnet.state.ma.us/sec/cis/cistel/telidx.htm
http://www.magnet.state.ma.us/legis/citytown.htm
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HOUSING CHARACTERISTICS 

 

 
Home Sales (Banker & Tradesman)- 
Town Stats - Free market Statistics 
Subsidized Housing Units (DHCD 1998) 
DHCD Subsidized Housing Inventory 
 
 

Subsidized Housing Units: The number of housing units which count toward the municipality's 10% goal 
for low- and moderate-income housing. It includes both subsidized affordable units and market rate units 
in certain eligible subsidized developments. 

Public Housing Units (DHCD 1999) 

 
   Conventional State:      676        
   Conventional Federal:     39  

Rental Assistance(DHCD 1999) 
   State (MRVP:             105        
   Federal (Section 8):     584               
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http://www.thewarrengroup.com/home/ts
http://www.state.ma.us/dhcd/components/hac/subhous.htm


 

 

TRANSPORTATION 
 

TRANSPORTATION AND ACCESS  
   Salem is situated in the Greater Boston Area, which has excellent rail,     
   air, and highway facilities. State Route 128 and Interstate Route 495       
   divide the region into inner and outer zones, which are connected by        
   numerous "spokes" providing direct access to the airport, port, and         
   intermodal facilities of Boston.                                            

Major Highways 
   Principal highways are State Routes 1A, 107, and 114.                       

Rail  
   Commuter rail service to North Station, Boston, is available from Salem.    
   Travel time: 25-34 min.; 340 MBTA parking spaces. The Springfield Terminal  
   Railway offers freight rail service. Contact number: (978) 663-1073 

Bus  
   Salem is a member of the Massachusetts Bay Transit Authority (MBTA). There  
   is fixed route service to Boston, North Beverly, Lynn, Salem Center and     
   Danvers.  Michaud Bus Lines provides service within Salem and to Peabody.   

Other  
   The Beverly Municipal Airport, a Reliever (RL) facility in neighboring      
   Beverly, has 3 asphalt runways 3,500'; 4,634'; and 5,001' long.  Instrument 
   approaches available:  Non-precision.                                       
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CULTURE AND RECREATION 

 

 
LIBRARIES 
Board of Library Commissioners On-line Library Catalog  
MUSEUMS 
(American Association of Museums)  
   Essex Institute                                                   
   132 Essex Street                                                  
   (978) 744-3390 
   House of the Seven Gables                                         
   54 Turner Street                                                  
   (978) 744-0991 
   Peabody Museum of Salem                                           
   East India Square                                                 
   (978) 745-1876 
   Ropes Mansion                                                     
   318 Essex Street                                                  
   (978) 744-0718 
   Salem Maritime National Historic Site                             
   174 Derby Street                                                  
   (978) 744-4323 
   Salem Wax Museum                                                  
   288 Derby Street                                                  
   (978) 740-2WAX 
   Salem Witch Museum                                                
   19-1/2 Washington Square N.                                       
   (978) 744-1692 
    

RECREATION 
 
Telephone Numbers for Public Information  
Recreational Facilities(Recreational sites and activities) 
Department of Environmental Management Recreation Section 
 
 

Department of Housing and Community Development 
Mitt Romney, Governor, Jane Wallis Gumble, Director 

http://www.mlin.lib.ma.us/flash3.html
http://www.magnet.state.ma.us/sec/cis/cistel/
http://www.state.ma.us/dem/rec-act.htm


  

MISCELLANEOUS 

 

 
HEALTH FACILITIES 
(Dept. of Public Health 1992) 
 
Hospitals 
   Salem Hospital                              
   Shaughnessey-Kaplan Rehab.                  
    

Long Term Care 
   Newhall Nursing Home                        
   Shaughnessey-Kaplan Rehab. Snf              
    

Hospices 
   None 

Rest Homes 
   Brookhouse Home For Aged Women              
    
UTILITIES 
Telephone Numbers for Public Utilities 
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http://www.magnet.state.ma.us/sec/cis/cistel/
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NOTE: The COMMUNITY PROFILE draws information from a diversity of sources. The main source 
of information is listed under each section. In some instances comments submitted by the municipality 
were incorporated to correct and/or enhance the information obtained from the main source. However, 
no changes were made to those data bases which must be consistent throughout the state. DHCD has 
made efforts to ensure the accuracy of all data in the COMMUNITY PROFILES, but cannot take 
responsibility for any consequences arising from the use of the information contained in this document.  


